November 2015

DATES TO NOTE:
Nov 8
Peace & Justice
Sunday
Nov 14
Jazz Concert
Nov 15
New Members Brunch,
Tea Dance
Nov 21
Pageant Rehearsal
Nov 22
Community Thanksgiving Service
Temple Beth Am

The Disciple

Nov 28
Greening of the Sanctuary

O give thanks to the Lord for he is good;
his steadfast love endures forever!

— Psalm 118:1
At just about every meeting or study group
I’ve attended lately, someone has commented
on how beautiful this fall has been. The vibrant
colors of the leaves, the river and mountain
vistas, the sunrises and sunsets have all outdone themselves this fall. How blessed we are
to live in this part of the world where we can
enjoy such autumnal splendor!
As we enjoy the beauty of God’s creation, we
are reminded of our theme for this fall: The
earth is the Lord’s and everything in it! Over
the past weeks, we have reflected on just what
it means that our world, our bodies and our
lives, our money and possessions, our church
and its mission, all belong not to us, but to the
God who created it all, redeems it all, and
sustains it all. The more we see and understand ourselves as small but integral parts of a
much bigger divine design, the more we can
keep our lives in a healthy perspective and
align our priorities with God’s priorities. As
we acknowledge and embrace our place in
creation, we can more faithfully live into our
calling to be faithful stewards of God’s many
blessings.
Stewardship begins and ends in gratitude. As
we revel in the beauty of God’s creation, as
we breath deeply the crisp autumn air, we give
thanks to God. This profound gratitude inspires us to be good stewards of the earth and

the lives God has given us. So we strive to
make faithful decisions about how we order
our priorities, spend our time and money, participate in our church’s ministry and mission,
and care for the environment around us. Everything we say and do becomes an offering of
praise and thanksgiving to God.
This brings us right back to gratitude, gratitude
to God and gratitude to you for your generosity. As we enter this month of thanksgiving,
Chip and I want to say “thank you!” for the
many ways you’ve engaged our theme this fall
and offered gifts to God and the world:
Thank you for the many acts of love and service you’ve pledged on your leaves. What a
vibrant testimony to the Spirit’s work among
and through us!
Thank you for your offerings of time, talent and
treasure which allow our vibrant ministry and
mission to continue.
Thank you for your commitments and pledges
to the financial health of our congregation in
2016. They allow us to plan for and grow into
the future to which God is calling us.
We have so much to be thankful for! Gratitude
inspires stewardship which inspires more gratitude. Let us continue to live, love and serve as
grateful children and faithful stewards of God,
our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer!
See you in church,
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Praise Is the Purpose—Psalm 148

The Disciple
From a sermon preached by Tami Seidel on 09/13/15, edited by Donna Gresh

The last time I preached, back on August 9th, in anticipation of our upcoming vacation, I showed some pictures of the place my
family has been going for vacation for the past 50 years. Four cabins on a lake in southeastern Ontario. The accommodations are
nothing fancy or luxurious. We only just got electricity 4 years ago, and we have limited indoor plumbing. But the lake makes for a
great bathtub – very refreshing! Cell service is spotty, but that’s why we go to Puzzle Lake – to unplug ourselves from our devices
and many of the other demands on our time and our lives.
One of my favorite times of day at Puzzle is just after dinner. I like to sit on the rocks overlooking the lake and watch evening
approach. With the sun setting behind me, I watch it illuminate the far shore of the lake. The granite rock ledges glow in brilliant
corals and moody grays. The birch and oak trees seem to shimmer with golden color against the deepening blue sky. Skeletons of
scrawny pine trees dot the rock ledges. If the water is still, I can watch the fish jump as they come to the surface to feed. If there
is a breeze, I listen to the waves lap against the shore and feel the cool, clean air on my face. I smell the crisp, sweet fragrance of
the pine trees and of the delicate water lilies that are closing up for the night. I look for the family of loons that likes to visit our
end of the lake in the evenings, and I am mesmerized by their haunting calls. I am surrounded by a staccato symphony of crickets
and frogs, often interrupted by the loud whine of a mosquito circling my head. Woodpeckers and whippoorwills lend their voices
to the mighty chorus, as the pale moon slowly rises and tiny stars begin dot the horizon.
In that moment, every creature and every created thing, every plant and animal, every rock and star, seems to be doing what God
made it to do. Completely committed, they can do nothing else but this. In their very existence, these creatures, these created
things glorify God.
This glorious symphony never fails to fill me with awe, to remind me that I am but a small part in this creation, and intimately related to it. My very survival depends on so many of the elements of nature before me, the air, the water, the plants and animals,
and the invisible biological processes going on to sustain life. The beautiful scene before my eyes will continue whether I am here
or not. For you see, creation has no choice but to do what it was created to do.
When creation does what it was made to do, it gives glory to God. When fish swim and birds fly, they give glory to God. When
green plants exchange carbon dioxide for oxygen through the processes of photosynthesis and respiration, they witness to the
incredible ways God has provided his breath of life for us. When bees pollinate flowers and fruit trees, they are worshipping God.
When cold mountain springs bubble up to the surface and then travel downhill to join ever greater streams and rivers, finally
reaching the mighty oceans, they reflect the intricate majesty of the Creator. When volcanoes spew forth fiery lava and living
earth to create new land forms, they testify to God’s awesome power. And the amazing thing is that the creation can do nothing
else but what it was intended for -- Unless we human beings interrupt and prevent it from doing so -- we to whom God gave dominion over the earth, we who have the choice to join in the universal chorus or not -- unless we quell that mighty song of praise
from the creation to its Creator.
By the end of our two-week vacation in paradise, I’m usually ready to return to civilization -- to hair dryers and hot showers,
computers and cell phones. Rested and renewed, I plunge right back into the fray of my busy daily routine. Occasionally I catch a
glimpse of a pretty sunset or some budding flowers, and then I feel a twinge, I remember the awesomeness of that symphony, that
moment when I realized my place in the creation and my responsibility toward it. But I am so surrounded by conveniences and so
accustomed to the human-made world as I know it, that the twinge is just that -- a momentary pang and it fades quickly.
So I go back to my lifestyle of convenience and privilege. I use flush toilets that use twice the amount of water necessary to do the
job, when over half of the people in developing countries do not have access to safe drinking water. I buy fish from an industry
that has irresponsibly overfished most of the world’s most plentiful fisheries and that leaves miles of worn-out plastic driftnets
floating in the ocean, needlessly trapping and killing large fish arid sea birds. I eat fruit, vegetables and grains produced by unsustainable farming techniques that erode the valuable topsoil and use fertilizers and pesticides which will eventually end up in
streams and rivers and endanger our coastal wetlands. I continue to buy disposable products packaged in excess plastic and cardboard, contributing my 5 pounds of garbage per day to the 250 million tons of garbage Americans produce every year. I live in a
country that constitutes 5% of the world’s population, but consumes 25% of the world’s resources and produces 50% of the
world’s solid waste. I live in a world that has destroyed 30% of its natural environments in the past 30 years, cutting down forests,
eroding land and polluting oceans so fast that it is causing the extinction of at least 1000 plant and animal species every year, although many scientists believe the number to be much larger than that.
Why? As the history of human use and abuse of the creation has shown, we humans tend to operate as though the sole purpose
of creation was to serve us. After all, Genesis does tell us that God gave humanity dominion over the earth and intended humanity
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to use the earth and the creatures living on it for our sustenance.
When I was in seminary, my whole way of thinking about this was challenged by of all people, a conservative evangelical preacher
and professor named Tony Campolo. In a lecture he gave, Campolo presented a new twist on what true stewardship of God’s
creation means. Over and over again, he emphasized that creation is God’s, not ours. As Psalm 24 says, “The earth is the Lord’s
and all that is in it, the world and those who live in it.”
All of God’s creations were spoken into existence primarily to glorify God, which means that our stewardship of creation should
sustain nature’s worshiping capacity. When we exploit and damage the earth, we are keeping it from fulfilling its God-given purpose of worship. And we deprive God of the glory that is due our Creator. Campolo offers this example: “Whales sing, and if
there were no human beings on this planet, whales would still have a function that is glorious: that function is to sing hymns of
praise to God…If a species of whale is made extinct because of human irresponsibility, it is not just that we’ve lost an interesting
creature from the face of the earth. As tragic as that is, the full reality is even more troubling: We have silenced a special voice of
praise to the Almighty.”
So I ask you, how can a seal or a sea turtle glorify God when it has been strangled by a plastic six-pack holder that someone left
on the beach or tossed into the ocean? How can sea birds praise the Lord when they are covered with thick, black oil that spilled
out of an oil tanker or an underwater well? How can chickens cackle to the glory of their Creator when they are crowded wing
to wing in cages over a conveyor belt on an egg farms or in broiler houses where they are raised for precisely 60 days, fed an unnatural diet engineered to produce bigger breasts, never seeing the light of day, then slaughtered in inhumane ways so we can have
cheaper chicken to eat? Is this what God intended for them? How can the tremendous plant diversity of the rainforests sing praises to God, when it is being destroyed at a rate of 80,000 acres every day? How can the mighty lion roar and the other beautiful
creatures of the African grasslands glorify their Maker when they are hunted for sport or for the ivory of their tusks? How can
little children revel in God’s love for them when 29,000 children under the age of five die every day, mostly from preventable
causes such as malnutrition and diarrhea, often resulting from a polluted environment.
As children of God and disciples of Jesus Christ, we are called not only to watch, listen and learn, but to work to make sure creation can to fulfill its God-given purpose. That is why our church has enrolled in the GreenFaith certification program. Together we
are going to learn how to be more responsible stewards of this wondrous gift God has entrusted to us, so that we can join together with all of creation in holy worship of our Creator.

Mission Statement

“The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.”
Psalm 24:1

All of creation is a gift and a blessing from God, and God created and calls humankind to till and to
keep the earth, to serve and preserve the abundance of life as God created it. As stewards of God’s
creation, we strive to live justly in relation to our fellow human beings and the environment in ways
that honor and sustain God’s work on Earth.
Our mission is to lead the transformation of the congregation into an intentional community which joyfully worships our Creator, continually
educates ourselves and our surrounding community about our place and purpose in the world, and actively works through our ministry and
mission to restore the goodness of God’s creation. We challenge the leaders and members of our congregation to consider the environmental
impact of our choices and decisions in our actions, programs and policies, and to integrate care for creation into everything we do as a
church.
As you have probably heard, our church has been accepted into the GreenFaith Certification program. Your GreenFaith team has
been hard at work over the last few months, creating our mission statement above, and conducting audits of our practices in the
area of Stewardship (water and energy usage, grounds maintenance practices, waste management, and the food we serve), Justice
(our activities and connections to thought leaders in the area of ecological justice), and Spirit (our attention to ecological themes in our worship services).
These audits will help us set our priorities for the coming two years of the certification program. You can always see our activity through the GreenFaith blogposts, accessible by clicking on “GreenFaith” wherever you see the “tag cloud.”
The members of the Green Team are: Robin Corpolongo, Donna Gresh,
Theresa Kennedy, Connie Knapp, Andy Mavian, Jean Post-Winget, Dave Ramage
and Lynda Spring, led by Tami. Want to know more? Reach out to one of the
members of the team, and/or visit GreenFaith.org.
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Operations Commission
With the majority of the work covered behind the scenes, the operations committee
decided to cancel our October Meeting and reconvene in November.
We would like to thank everyone for the great turnout at the fall clean-up. Many of
the planned tasks were accomplished including; weeding and mulching the north
parking lot, trimming of all the grasses, trees and weeds along Route 132, pruning all
the crab apple and dogwood trees, clean-up of the cemetery and overall inside cleaning of the church. The fall clean-up not only left the church looking pristine, but also
better prepared us for the spring season.
A big thanks to Matt Hagar who conducted CPR training this month. Tami and Chip,
along with four others, were certified in CPR. Yorktown Presbyterian Church is now
better prepared to help in case of an emergency.

Food: A typical carrot travels 1,838
miles to reach your dinner table
(Sustainable Table). Support your
farmers close to home and reduce your
carbon footprint by visiting farmers’
markets or participating in Community
Supported Agriculture:
www.localharvest.org
Eco-tip provided by GreenFaith:
www.greenfaith.org

We have several other events occurring in the upcoming weeks. We still need some
more volunteers on December 5th for trimming the decorative grasses in the north parking lot and assisting with various
other tasks to prepare the church for the winter season. FPCY will also be hosting the Presbytery meeting on December
8th. Volunteers will be needed to coordinate parking and direct guests. If you are available to help in any way, please contact myself or Dave Ramage.
As always, feel free to make any suggestions concerning the grounds and facilities in regards to maintenance or repairs.
Our goal is to keep the church facilities running as smooth and pleasant as possible.
Thanks,
Kirk Larsen, Operations Commission
The Mission Commission and Adult Education invite you to join us for Peace and Justice
Sunday on November 8
PC(USA) recently approved the addition of the Belhar Confession to the Book of Confessions. The Book of Confessions is the document that outlines what Presbyterians
believe. The Belhar Confession was written in South Africa at the time of apartheid. The
document was written to respond to the violence and separation that divided the people of South Africa as well as the
churches in South Africa. We studied the Belhar Confession on Sunday mornings last Spring as our own Presbytery was
voting on its adoption.
Many of us have wondered how to respond to the increasing number of news reports of violence against black men and
women. The shooting in the church in Charleston was particularly shocking. And so we’ve been asking, what is a faithful
response today to the racism that we see in our own country at this time?
During the month of November the Sunday Adult Forum will focus on how we approach difference, especially as this
relates to racial difference. We’ll begin on the first Sunday in November by looking at the church in Corinth, and some
of Paul’s letters to that church.
On Peace and Justice Sunday on November 8, Reverend Kym McNair will be our guest preacher. She is the Social Justice Minister at Antioch Baptist Church and Minister of Community Education and Engagement at Bedford Presbyterian
Church. She’ll be with us for both services, as well as the adult education hour between the services and for a “Sermon
for Lunch.” During the adult education hour Reverend McNair will lead us in an exercise to illuminate how the decade in
which we grew up impacts on our view of the world.
On Sunday November 15, Shawn Cribari will lead a discussion of the Bible and racism, and on Sunday November 22
Connie Knapp will lead a discussion of “racism, 101.”
We hope you will join us as we explore these issues.
-Connie Knapp, Mission Commission Chair
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“BECOME GOD’S HANDS AND FEET”; YOUR MISSION TRIPS — A FIRST HAND EXPERIENCE:
When my daughter came home all excited about the announcement of the mission trip to
the Dominican Republic, she first asked if she could go and then she asked if I wanted to go.
My first reaction to her question about me going was, “I don't think so, honey. This is a trip
that you should do by yourself.” I was wrong.
After attending the information meeting about the mission trip and hearing the details
about the trip, my initial reaction changed. Marisa could see it in my face and she knew that
I had changed my mind. I didn't want to miss out on what sounded like an amazing, lifechanging experience. After thinking about the time and money involved in going on this trip,
I decided that this was a way for me to help spread God's love to others. I was all in now.
Initially, I wanted Marisa to go on this mission trip without me. She had wanted me to go
with her, but in my mind, I thought she would gain more out of it if I, her mother, wasn't
there for her to lean on. As the months went by before the trip, I was getting more and
more excited to be taking this trip with her. She is a senior in high school this year and I
was realizing that my time with her before she
left for college was limited.
Going on the mission trip to DR with Marisa
has been one of the best things I have done! I
am thankful that God spoke to me and moved me to say yes to going. Not only did
we get to experience the amazing culture, people, and scenery of DR together, I saw
my daughter through a new lens and, even though I thought I knew Marisa, I quickly
came to realize that she had grown into an amazing young woman that I am extremely proud of. Watching her work hard each day, not complain about not having running
water or electricity, eating foods that she normally hates, and interacting with the
children so joyfully made me realize that God was working in my daughter also.
If you have an opportunity to go on a trip like this with your teenager, I highly recommend that you do. Marisa and I were able to experience a new culture together,
watch God work through the group we went with, understand each other better by
seeing each other in a different environment, and make lifelong memories. I will always be thankful for this opportunity!
- Linda Swift, Member of the Dominican Republic Mission Team

Stewardship Commission
Thanks to all those who have made pledges for 2016, and we encourage everyone else to make a
pledge as soon as possible. As we know from scripture, what matters isn’t the amount, but the
commitment from the heart.
Yours in the faith,
The Stewardship Commission

Budget & Finance Commission
At its July meeting, the Session voted to create a Budget and Finance Commission. Beth Gruber was voted Commission
Chair. Other members include: Gordon Braudaway, Frank Hodgkinson, Chip Low, Fred Mintzer, Jack Shaughnessy, and Tom
Travis.
In accordance with its charter from Session, the Budget and Finance Commission is responsible for recommending financial
policies, goals, and budgets to the Session that support the mission, values, and strategic goals of the Church.
The Commission reviews the Church’s financial performance against its goals and manages the Church’s investments.
The Finance Committee, originally chartered twenty-three years ago in March 1992, was dissolved as a result of the Session’s vote, and absorbed into the new Commission. The new Budget and Finance Commission will continue the Finance
Committee’s long-standing role as prudent caretaker of the church’s funds.
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Do you shop at DeCicco’s Jefferson Valley?
DeCicco Family Markets work with non-profits in their communities such as schools and churches, by
allowing them to apply to receive a donation based on sales. We recently renewed our request. So, if
you shop at the Jefferson Valley location, be sure to mention the First Presbyterian Church of Yorktown
and we will get a portion of your purchase!
I was thinking recently about
the Bible stories of Jesus feeding the 5,000 people who had come to hear him preach and
ask for healing. It was late in the day and the Disciples had
implored Jesus to send the hungry people away. They knew
that there was no food left even to feed themselves. Only a
lad had a few loaves of bread and a couple of fish.
I remember being fascinated by that story as a child.
5,000 people, it is said, were fed by Jesus who prayed over
a few loaves of bread and a couple of fish! Wow! That was
amazing to me as a child. How did Jesus do that? Did he
really do that? Can we believe he did that?
Interestingly, this story about feeding the 5,000 actually
appears in all four (4) of the Gospels! That in itself is interesting since we know that not all of the same stories appear in all Gospels. Nevertheless, as far as we humans go,
we will have to take it on “faith” that Jesus, as the Son of
God, did somehow in some way take these limited means
and turn them into a bounty
for those people who had
Food Pantry
heard about him, had come
Item-of-the-Month
to see him seeking his teachings and healing. Many of
Cereal
these same people later
Next Dates:
came to love, trust and
November 14, 21
serve him.
9 to 11am
Maybe our question
should not be so much
about “how” Jesus did this but “why” Jesus did this. That
question we can answer more readily. Why? - Because Jesus loved them - each and every one of them. Why? - Because Jesus was full of compassion for them and knew they
were hungry. That is why he refused to send them away.
Why? Because Jesus knew that it was in his power to feed
them.
We here at the First Presbyterian Church of Yorktown
have the same opportunity to do what Jesus did and we are
doing it. We help feed the hungry. YET, we are losing out
on an opportunity to be as effective as we could actually
be! What do I mean by that? Well, some time ago a gracious servant of the Lord provided in their Estate Plan for a
GRANT of money to our church Food Pantry. It was a
substantial gift – a large gift of money to be used to feed
the hungry for 10 years. But, there was one stipulation –
this gift was to be used each year in an amount up to
$10,000 as “matching funds” on a dollar for dollar basis –
to donations made by members and friends of the congregation to the Food Pantry in that same year. So, each year

Deacons’ Corner

the full $10,000 gift monies could be used only IF other
donors also gave a total of $10,000.
This year, the Deacons’ Food Pantry has received donations from our members and friends totaling $7000. We
are grateful for the generosity of those who made these
gifts. This $7,000 will be matched with $7,000 from the
GRANT. But we still need help to reach our goal. As of
now, if no additional gifts are received by year end, there
would be a deficit in our Food Pantry budget of $6,000 (i.e.
$3,000 not received from the congregation and $3,000 not
received from the “matching” GRANT). Pastor Chip further explained that these matching funds can only match
donations given by individuals - not by organizations. So
that means that, although we have gotten donations from
several corporations and the Yorktown Lions Club, these
funds will not be “matched” with the GRANT monies.
Won’t you pray and think about making a gift to the
Food Pantry this year to help us reach our goal of $10,000?
This will enable us to truly experience the miracle of the
multiplication of resources to help feed our many Food
Pantry clients. Jesus performed miracles! It’s still amazing to
think about that and wonder just how he did that. We have
an opportunity to make miracles too. With God’s reassuring presence in our lives and our responses we can make
the most out of the resources we do have available to us.
It’s a most amazing thing to step out in faith and see what
happens!
Your gifts can be made so easily and in so many ways.
Every little bit helps and we will keep you informed as to
how we are doing. You can place checks in the Offering
plate on Sundays, go online to make your gift. Just mark
your gift for the ”Food Pantry” on the memo line when you
do this. We thank you for all of your caring and support.
God Bless you.
-Carol Thorne-Gaetani for the Deacons
Hat & Mitten Tree
The Deacons are sponsoring the
"Hat and Mitten Tree"
again this year and will have a tree
in the gathering space
during advent.
People can make or purchase hats,
mittens and scarves and hang them on the tree as decorations.
These gifts will be distributed to as needed to the children and
adults who come to our Food Pantry in December.
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You’re invited to a Tea Dance!
The Congregational Life Commission is sponsoring a tea
dance from 3:30pm - 6:00pm on Sunday, November 15 in
Fellowship Hall.
Come learn some new ballroom dance steps and practice
your moves Or learn the latest line dance steps from some
of our youth Or just come out and relax and enjoy the
music!
A DJ will take requests to play your favorite songs. No
dance partner required.

Need a gift for someone that has everything? Looking for
an alternative to the commercial Christmas gift? Need a
hostess gift to take to Thanksgiving dinner or a holiday
party?

Please bring a snack to share and make a small donation
($10 suggested) to help cover the cost of the DJ. We look
forward to seeing you there. If you have any questions,
contact Kathy Winsted at kwinsted@pace.edu or 914-9623029.

Why not make a donation to our Food Pantry in honor
of a friend or family member? Donations can be made in
any amount AND they will be doubled via our matching
program with the FPCY Food Pantry Trust!
For each donation, you can select a card that you can
mail or deliver in-person. In the beginning of November,
stop by the table in the gathering space after church.
We’ve created some new designs to choose from!

Celebrating the Long-Time Members of Our Faith Community
On Sunday, November 1st, our church celebrated the faithful service of those who have been a part of our church for over
40 years. They have been elders, deacons, church school teachers, commission members, generous givers, friends and faithful people for the body of Christ called First Presbyterian Church of Yorktown. Thank you again for your faithful service to
our shared ministry.
According to the Book of Order of the Presbyterian Church (USA), "Membership in the Church of Jesus Christ is a joy and
a privilege. It is also a commitment to participate in Christ’s mission. A faithful member bears witness to God’s love and
grace and promises to be involved responsibly in the ministry of Christ’s Church" (G-1.0304). Thank you to our long-time
members and all members for the joy of our life together, sharing in the privilege of being the church of Jesus Christ and the
faithful commitment to participate in Christ's mission through the First Presbyterian Church of Yorktown.
Robin Corpolongo
Tricia Dineen
Henry (Skip) Mahncke
Karen Mahncke
Ruth Deemer
Judith Peterson
Linda Petrovsky
Barbara Hunter
Richard (Dick) Hunter
Jean Mulcahy
Charles (Chuck) Radke
Norean Radke
Denise Pinatello
Barbara (Barbie) Pratt

40
40
40
40
41
41
43
45
45
45
45
45
46
46

Lynda Spring
Kenneth (Ken) Sherman
Marianna Sherman
Janice (Jan) Gunther
Ray Gunther
Aloha Hicks
Edward Hicks
Deanna Collins
Jean Post-Winget
Bessie Mackey
Frances (Fran) Schiel
Dorothy (Dottie) Slechta
Joan Strang
Barbara Wilkens

46
47
47
49
49
49
49
50
50
56
57
60
65
71

Over 40 Years of Participation:
Peg Bertsch
John Collins
Jeanette Corbi
Claire Damon
Kay Lieberman
Florence Malcolmson
Lois Ostling
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ANNUAL Alternative Giving Christmas Market: Sundays, November 15 and 22.
The Christmas market is sponsored by the Church School and by the Mission Commission to promote the
ideas of less commercial Christmas gifts and honoring Jesus' birthday by helping others with the gifts we
purchase. Through this market, our Church School hopes to remind the kids whose birthday Christmas
truly is--Jesus'-- and while presents are nice, that is not the main purpose
of Christmas. We also hope that through this market they learn about
the needs of others and fair treatment through the purchase of these Fair
Trade gifts (read more about fair trade below).
We will continue to sell hand made items from various developing countries including India, Indonesia, Philippines, Africa, Central and South American, etc. The organizations that back the small coops
that produce our goods are SERRV International and 10,000 Villages, as well as Dean's Beans--our
popular guaranteed Fair Trade coffee and organic hot cocoa provider.
This year we will NOT sell Heifer shares; sorry no "Water Buffalo Song" this year. (Maybe we'll get lucky and find a funny Veggie
Tales song about tree seeds and trees.) Instead, we will be selling shares in $30, 5lb bags of fast-growing Moringa Tree seeds.
You can sponsor a whole bag or part of a bag, if that is better for your budget.
Moringa seeds are fast growing and provide nutrition, cleaner air, water-purification, and
habitats for life-essential wildlife. The seeds from the trees can be powdered and produce a high-protein, nutrient rich food. You will be able to see some pictures and read
more information at our market.
We switched our alternative gift opportunity to continue to support the people in Dominican Republic, where our Mission Trip was this past summer. The team agreed that of
all the needs they witnessed, tree-planting would help with the huge deforestation problem and its serious consequences; the environmental, health and other damage done by
over-foresting the trees for cooking wood, etc.
These seeds will be purchased through the Presbyterian Gift Giving Catalog and the program that is partially run by Mark Hare,
our Stephanie Hare's cousin, who works in Haiti for our denomination. So once again, our market can provide a bang for your
buck, 2-for-1; buy a gift, help the world and give Jesus a great birthday gift to boot (okay, that's 3-for-1, even better!).
Hope to see you shopping at our market!
WHAT IS FAIR TRADE?
Fair trade is social movement whose goals are:
1.
2.
3.

to help improve conditions for marginalized workers in developing countries, to be sure they are paid
FAIR wages. Often these workers are cheated, paid little for their goods, which are then sold at marked
up prices for great profit only to the seller.
to help workers and artisans in developing countries to achieve safer trading conditions, reach better
markets for their goods.
to promote good environmental practices and sustainable development. Many of these communities have suffered
environmental damage from practices such as deforestation for firewood, etc.

Fair trade organizations that sells to developed countries, such as the ones that we use (listed above) work with communities to
help them develop their businesses to be more eco-friendly and to make handicrafts that will produce more income for them.
Products are sold to both developed nations and in their own countries, so they, too, benefit from the improved quality of
goods. Often the standards of living improve to the point that there is money to send the kids to school, buy more food and
create safer housing. The training provided to farm with safer techniques often helps to improve the yield and create a better
crop.
Unfortunately not all Fair Trade is equal, especially when it comes to items such as coffee and chocolate. Dean's Beans, our coffee provider, makes certain that they use only small farms where they can monitor the farming techniques, worker treatment,
etc. This is not always true on larger corporate estates such as for Starbucks and Green Mountain, which also sell some fair
trade coffees. This is why we try to work only with organizations that work directly with small coops and that help their workers to maintain better work conditions and better lives.
As Christians, we support Fair Trade because it works to ensure that all people, especially the poor and marginalized are treated
as God's children with equal access to the basic necessities of life. Get nice goods while helping others so they can help themselves--a true bargain in a moral sense.

Connecting with God, One Another and the World
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Church School “Chalkboard”
Happy Fall to you all! We have some exciting things to share
with you from Church School. First up, the children experienced a wonderful Communion lesson taught by our very
own Pastor Tami. The children gained a much greater understanding of what Communion is and we encourage our
Church School families to bring their children to Communion.
(the first Sunday of every month).
In Fellowship Hall we had our Harvest Party, with lots of Fall
fun and games, paint-a-pumpkin, thankful crosses, and fall
crafts, popcorn and a very special snack courtesy of Wilkens
Fruit and Fir Farm, honey crisp apples and apple cider doughnuts!! They were delicious!
We had a special guest during our "Creation" gathering time,
Wendy Whetsel, who shared with us her collection of seashells, rocks, feathers and crystals and shiny stones. A delightful display of what God has created.
In our Re:form classroom (7th Grade and up)
the kids are exploring the Old Testament,
starting at the very beginning with Adam and
Eve, Noah, Abraham & Sarah, Jacob and Joseph. They took time out to pack treats for
their canine and feline friends who attended
the blessing of the animals.
In our Connect classroom (5th/6th Grades)
the focus is exploring the New Testament.
They are currently studying the early life of
Jesus and will later transition to Jesus' Ministry,
Jesus as the Savior and his Apostles.

November 8
Middle School Youth
4:30 – 6 pm
High School Youth
6 – 7:30 pm
November 22
MS Youth perform
“Jesus is Coming to
Dinner” during the 8:30
and 10:45 Worship
services
All Youth: Community
Thanksgiving Service
at Temple Beth Am
Service at 6 pm,
meet in the FPCY
parking lot at 5:30
Questions? Please reach
out to the church office
by phone or email
youth@fpcyorktown.org

Throughout the Fall this year we
have been discussing many issues
related to Food Justice. This month,
we are wrapping up our exploration
of Food Justice on a sweet note by
preparing dessert for some of our
congregation’s ministries that focus
on feeding the hungry. So if you like
baking brownies, eating brownies,
being of service to others or just
hanging around in the kitchen, come
join us on November 8th – MS at
4:30, HS at 6:00.
Also on November 8th, the MS
group will rehearse a play that we
will present as a staged reading in
Worship Services on November
22nd. If you are interested in participating in the presentation, please
make sure you attend our meeting!

In the Spark classrooms (Pre-K through 4th
Grade) we have completed the "Creation" unit
and will begin our next unit on November 1st,
"Fruit of the Spirit" Galations 5:16-26!
God's Spirit - a spirit of love- helps us to live well together.
Conversation sparks include:
1. What is your favorite kind of fruit?
2. What is the hardest fruit of the Spirit to live by?
3. Do you think some of the fruit of the Spirit are more
important than others? Why or why not?
A Family Activity: Make a Fruit of the Spirit Fruit Salad! Create a beautiful fruit salad using nine different kinds of fruit. As
you enjoy eating it together, see if you can memorize all nine
fruits of the Spirit.
Our special event this month in the Fellowship Hall is on November 29th where we will have an Advent/Nativity Fair and
Christmas Tree decorating. All grades are invited and children are welcome to bring a friend.
Some gentle reminders:
1. Please remember to register your child if you haven't yet
2. Please fill and return Photo opt-out form.
3. Please fill and return Allergy form.
Thank you all parents for sharing your wonderful children
with us and to our terrific staff for helping them on their faith
journey.
Peace to you all,
Liza Placido and Michele Mosca
In the evening of November 22nd, we will join together as one
group to attend the Yorktown Community Interfaith Thanksgiving Service. This year’s service is being hosted at Temple
Beth Am. We will meet in the FPCY parking lot at 5:30 to
travel to the Temple together. This service is a very special
opportunity to join together with members of our community
from across faith traditions.
All youth are always welcome, so even if you haven’t come to
Youth Group this year, you can drop in at any meeting.

Some of our Middle School Youth Mission Trip Team Members with
some of the 24lbs of beets harvested at Stony Point.
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Studying, Reading, Discussing
You may have noticed that we have been providing many reading opportunities lately!
That’s because we have many study opportunities to go with them.
On Thursday mornings a group is reading Green Faith by Fletcher Harper. This study
group, lead by Tami, is exploring the principles behind the GreenFaith.org organization of
which we becoming a part (see the News from the Green Team).
Two Disciple groups are meeting for Bible study on Tuesday mornings and Wednesday evenings led by Tami. One Covenant
group is meeting on Thursday evenings led by Chip.
Finally, there’s Earth Gospel, by Presbyterian pastor Sam Hamilton-Poore. Subtitled “A Guide to Prayer for God’s Creation,” this
book of prayers is beautifully illustrated, with daily themes such as “Humankind’s Vocation” and “God’s Recreation.” We are encouraging you to consider using this book of devotions as a way to remember our stewardship theme from Psalm 24, “The earth
is the Lord’s and everything in it.” Copies are still available for purchase in the office for $7.
During the month of November we will be looking at how we deal with difference, especially racial difference. We’ll begin on November 1 by looking at the church in Corinth, viewing it through Paul’s letters. November 8 is Peace and Justice Sunday, and a
guest preacher, Reverend Kym McNair, will be with us. On Sunday November 15, Shawn Cribari will lead a discussion on the Bible and racism, and on November 22 Connie Knapp will lead a discussion on racism, “Racism 101.”
Happy studying, reading and discussing!
-Connie Knapp for Adult Ed

Check it Out! New in the Church Library:
Anne Lamott is well-known for her many books that combine faith insights with
irreverent humor. Since I can’t improve on what the critics have written about her
latest book Small Victories; Spotting Improbable Moments of Grace (248
L), I’ll quote: “A collection of beautifully written essays, filled with nuggets of wisdom gathered over years of mindful living. The stories tackle some heavy topics …
[but] Lamott's candor, and sarcastic, self-deprecating humor lighten the content
and engage readers. …Her words heal us all.” (Chicago Tribune)
In our time-driven culture, Holly W. Whitcomb’s book Seven Spiritual Gifts of
Waiting (248 W) encourages us to explore the hidden treasures of waiting -- patience, loss of control, living in the present, compassion, gratitude, humility, and trust in God. Since we all experience it; waiting for a new baby to sleep through the night, waiting in an
airport departure lounge, the yearly periods of Advent and Lent, etc., this book is a useful guide to making waiting a positive spiritual
experience.
-Carol Jensen, Church Librarian
Join us for our Annual Thanksgiving Feast on November 18th at noon where we will also celebrate
Kay Lieberman’s 100th birthday. If you wish to join us please let Pat Prauda know by November15th. If you can’t make it, you will have another opportunity to wish Kay a happy birthday as we will have a special cake
for her during Coffee Hour on November 22nd.

Lunch Bunch

Anyone attending the Christmas Luncheon is asked to bring a gift for the clients of Jan Peek, mark for man or woman and
size {s, m or l} if applicable. Please, there is no need to spend more than $15. Gift cards would also be appreciated.
Thank you to Peter and Joanne Marsh and son Ryan along with the Wanamaker family for making
and serving dinner to the clients of Jan Peek House on Saturday October 24th. November 28th
meal will be planned, prepared and served by Amy Coccodrilli, Kiera and Meghan Wax and the Bussell Family. Many thanks
to each of you!

Jan Peek Meal

We need a family for January to help John and Judy Chessa and the rest of 2016 calendar is empty so please help us out
and sign up. Visit our bulletin board or talk to Pat Prauda 737-4674 and she will guide you through it.

Connecting with God, One Another and the World
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UPCOMING CONCERTS FOR THE 2015-16 SEASON
The FPC Concert Season kicks off it’s fifteenth season
on Saturday, November 14th at 7:30 p.m. with a
concert by the Gerard Carelli Jazz Quartet featuring
Trombonist/Vocalist Gerard Carelli, Steve Ash on piano, Yoshi Waki on bass and Marcello Carelli on
drums. Gerard Carelli has played at such venues as
Lincoln Center for their Midsummer Nights Swing,
The Rainbow Room and the Waldorf-Astoria to name
just a few. The concert will also feature the talented
16 year old drummer and percussionist Marcello
Carelli. Don’t miss this toe tapping, classy and immensely entertaining evening of jazz favorites!

This year, the annual Christmas Concert features
Christmas in Vienna on Saturday, December 5th
at 7:30 p.m. Enter a musical time machine and be led
by your tour guide through an entertaining sparkling
evening in old Vienna. Your tour guide will introduce
you to the composers (hint: Mozart, Galuppi, Schubert
and friends) who might have been performing during
your visit. The concert will feature orchestra, choir,
and invited musical guests, and will be conducted by
Simona Frenkel. Join us for this musical tour of romantic old Vienna, and then join the performers for a reception of hot chocolate and cookies in Fellowship
Hall, back in the 21st century.

The First Presbyterian Concert Series is supported by the generous donations of people like YOU! You too, can be a
Concert Series Patron by making a gift of $50.00 or more to the 2015-2016 Concert series either by check or e/transfer.
Please mark your check or e/transfer for the 2015-2016 Concert Series. 30% of the cost of the Concert Series comes
from our Patrons. We count on YOU! You can also contribute at the door, and bring a friend to share the music!

Do You Have Any Icicle Lights? We are looking to borrow strings of clear icicle lights to use as
décor for the Christmas Concert on December 5th. If you can help, please notify Christie Herman,
Katharine Frase, or Lisa in the office as soon as possible. Light strings can be returned by Dec. 6th.

Knitting Groups
Prayer Shawl Group will meet next on November 4th at 9:30 am and again on the 18th at
10:30am. Anyone who would like to join us in knitting is most welcome. In addition to the regular
knitters who come on Wednesdays, we have at least seven off-site knitters. Any questions please
call Marianna Sherman at 914-737-8294 or Fran Schiel at 914-245-5396.
The Knit Togethers will meet next on November 9th & 23rd and December 14, 2015. The Knit
Togethers’ Amazing Show and Tell occurs on Sunday, December 6, 2015. The show will display our
year's work for our giving to others in need. View all the beautiful hand knitted items; it's fun and
free! See you there. All who knit or crochet are welcome to join us. Our meetings are held on the
2nd and 4th Mondays, 10:00am to 11:30am in the Lounge/Rm 15. Contacts: Norean Radke (9624370) or Lois Ostling (962-2809.)

First Presbyterian Church of Yorktown
2880 Crompond Road
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
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9
10am Knit
Togethers

15 Alternative Giving Fair
8:30 & 10:45am Worship Services
9:30am Church School & Adult Ed,
New Members & Confirmation
12:00pm Youth Bells
New Members Brunch
3:30pm Tea Dance

16

22 Alternative Giving Fair
8:30 & 10:45am Worship Services
9:30am Church School & Adult Ed
Confirmation Classes
12:00pm Youth Bells
6:00pm Community Thanksgiving
Service at Temple Beth Am

23
10am Knit
Togethers

29
8:30 & 10:45am Worship Services
9:30am Church School, Adult Ed,
Confirmation & New
Member Classes
12:00pm Youth Bells

30

4
9:30am Prayer
Shawl
10:30am Women’s
Circle
7:00pm Disciple

5
10:00am Study
Group
6:45pm Bells
7:00pm Covenant
8:00pm Choir

6

7
9-11am Green Team
Meeting

10
9:30am Disciple
2:30pm Noontime
Meal
7:30pm Worship

7

8 10:00am Study
Group
6:45pm Bells
7:00pm Covenant
8:00pm Choir

9

14
9am Food Pantry

17
9:30am Disciple

18
10:30am
Prayer Shawl
12pm Lunch Bunch
(all invited)
7:00pm Disciple

19
10:00am Study
Group
6:45pm Bells
8:00pm Choir

20

21
9am Food Pantry
1:30pm Pageant
Rehearsal

24
9:30am Disciple

25
9am Stewardship

26 office closed
Happy
Thanksgiving

27
office closed

28

7:30pm Education
Communications

7:00pm Disciple

7:30pm Session

7:00pm
Church School

7:30pm Mission
Operations

7:00pm Green
Team
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Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00-5:00
Co-Pastors
Rev. Chip Low
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1 All Saints’ Day/Commitment
Sunday
8:30 & 10:45am Worship Services
9:30am Church School & Adult Ed,
New Members & Confirmation
12:00pm Sunday Brunch (potluck)

7:00pm Disciple

7:30 Jazz Concert

8:30am Hanging of
the Greens
6pm Jan Peek Meal

November

