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REPORT OF THE PASTOR

If 2010 centered around the word “connect” as we began our ministry together, 2011 has been about
“transition”. As I reflect on the second year of our ministry together, I sense that we are in a time of
transition as we let go of the past and look forward toward the future God is inviting us to enter.
Transitions are difficult at times, especially when we have done things a certain way for a long time. We
get used to our routines, our views, how we operate and what we expect church to be. Transitions are
also times for new beginnings and new experiences and new ministry. Both have been present in the past
two years, letting go and looking forward, and both have been opportunities to grow into the people God
is calling us to be.

Transition bookended 2011. We began the year by celebrating the lives of five of our members who
died. January was a hard month for many in our church, including me. That was an extraordinary
amount of grief in a short amount of time, but I am thankful for the faith and strength in you all to walk
through that time with hospitality for the many families and friends we supported, and I am grateful for
the care I received from many of you as I tried to be present to many in their grief and plan services of
resurrection and celebration that we might know God’s good news for us. God was very present to us all
during that time, and in every other death in 2011.

On the other end of 2011, we went through the transition of our office staff and office. We celebrated
Barbara Darragh’s 18 years of ministry as our administrative assistant and her faithful work for the
church. It was clear from all that you said to her at her retirement luncheon that you have appreciated her
ministry. I too am grateful for her presence over the past two years as I have settled into this new call
and for her gracious welcome to our next administrative assistant, Kim Wertz. We welcomed Kim
Wertz, thanks in no small part to Frank Hodgkinson, Ellen Miles and Jeff Kephart, who sifted through
over 300 resumes. I believe we have hired the right person to help us move in new directions in an ever-
changing world where the church needs to be clear about its message and how it shares it. A welcoming
office and one that can organize our ministry is vital to our continued ministry. During this same time,
our office space went through a major transformation thanks to Dick Seymour, Jose Sandaval, the 275th
Fund (from our congregation) and the estate of Jim Harper.

In between these two significant transitions, we have continued to grow in our relationship as pastor and
people and to discern our ministry together. That is not always an easy transition to make as we seek to
learn from one another and understand the past as well as discern the future. However, I continue to be
grateful for your welcome and your support, your openness and your wisdom, your faith and your
devotion. I don’t know too many places where we can give up God for Lent, talk about Freud, Nitzsche
and Marx to face idols in our faith, eat cake in the sanctuary on Pentecost, use video in worship, have a
Harry Potter worship service, turn ideas about mission into concrete actions like a water filtration
project, actively discern our relationship with ministry and advocacy in Peru by our lifestyle here, share
testimonies of God’s work in your lives, and host wonderful music concerts, just to name a few. Your
openness to try new things and grow your faith in a multitude of ways reveals to me how healthy you all
are as a church. I feel invited to grow in my faith so that together we may to express our faith in so many
creative ways for our church family, community and world.



As we continue our transition to be pastor and people and create faithful ministry together, I would
invite you to consider the questions that I put before the Session at their retreat. What has God been
doing over the last two years in our ministry together? How has the last two years prepared us to go to
the next level of what God wants us to do? The first can be answered in part in this annual report, but it
is answered more fully in our lives. Lives that are open to God’s Way, healed of brokenness, grounded
in God’s love and grace, renewed in relationships with one another and ready to go where God leads.
God has been changing our lives. The second question invites us to listen more deeply to God’s
directions for our future. With so much going on, I'm hoping that we can build and grow our ministry
further to reach our youth in meaningful ways, to grow our membership, to build a staff that supports
our leadership and church, to expand our use of technology, to look for ways to partner with other
churches, and to reach our community and world with the good news of God’s love in Jesus Christ. I
believe all of that is possible because God has already done so much among us. The ground has been
built to head into God’s future for us. I can’t look at what has happened without seeing a vision for what
is yet to come.

One final thought, I want to thank you again for your warm embrace of me and my family. Yortkown
has become our home, and your hospitality and love for us is the reason for that. Thank you for the way
you share your lives with us that we may build a home and family among you.

Thank you for the multitude of ways you all have made this ministry possible in 2011. Thank you for the
depth of your faith and for heading into the future God has for us with courage and trust. We may be in
transition, but we are living into God’s Vision for us, and I look forward to the ways we can know and
experience God in 2012.

Serving God together.



REPORT OF THE SESSION
2011 STATISTICS

Session Advisory Consideration

Meetings Regular Special Board of Deacons
Session 9 3 1
Congregation 1 1

Active Members as of December 31, 2010: 348

Gains Losses

Confession of Faith 11 Deaths

Reaffirmation of Faith 1 Placed on Inactive Roll
Letter of Transfer 1 Letter of Transfer
Other 1 Other

14
Active Members as of December 31, 2011: 336

Baptisms: Infant: 7
Adult: 0

By e-mail
3

22

ey
NO O

Gordon Braudaway, Clerk of Session

MEMBERS RECEIVED BY CONFESSION OF FAITH

Gabrielle A Beyer #2685 James J. Giglio #2689
Jalen Buckhout #2686 Marcel D. Legros #2690
Justin T. Corpolongo #2687 Liam D. McAuliffe #2691
Lucas G. Eliasson #2688 Kristin N. O’Connell #2692

MEMBERS RECEIVED BY REAFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Linda Lund Swift #2684

MEMBERS RECEIVED BY LETTER OF TRANSFER

Jenna N. Shulman
Logan A. Talbot
Jack J. Wanamaker

Donna Bress Giglio (#2683) from the Peekskill Presbyterian Church, Peekskill, New York

INACTIVE MEMBERS REACTIVATED
Janis Chao-Tsun Fang (#1648)

BAPTISMS
Date Name Officiating Minister
Jan. 9, 2011 Ryan Golden Lodewick Chip Low
March 20, 2011 Paige Marie Baddeley Chip Low
May 15, 2011 Trevor John Cordone Chip Low
May 22, 2011 TJ Chin Chip Low

Ryan Casey Chin Chip Low

Kasey Morgan Chin Chip Low
December 25,2011 Adam Jose Leach Chip Low
WEDDINGS PERFORMED

Date Name Officiating Minister

Total
16

#2693
#2694
#2695



DEATHS

Date

January 2, 2011
January 15, 2011
January 24, 2011
May 22, 2011
December 4, 2011

INACTIVE ROLL

Beverley Arthur #860
Maria Cribari #2493
Christopher de Jong #2518
Dylan Fraser-Gilbert #2519
Betty Grebe #1398
William Herman #2494
Andrew Lodewick #2418
MEMBERS TRANSFERRED

OTHER

Name

Anne Pendleton Matthews
Thomas Annacone

Clark Nelson Strang, Jr.
Miriam Long Huibregtse
Stanley H. Gilbert, Jr.

Kaitlyn Partenza
Jennifer Pepe
Douglas Ramage
Alex Ryysylainen
Leslie Ryysylainen
Logan Talbot

Patti Talbot

#1749
#2438
#125
#555
inactive

#2525
#2652
#2557
#2497
#2420
#2654
#2602

Officiating Minister
Chip Low
Chip Low
Chip Low
Chip Low
Chip Low

William Talbot
James Terhune
Jennifer Ward
Samuel Ward
Ryan Wynne
Ruud Zwolinski

#2603
#2339
#2640
#2641
#2526
#2501



Class of 2011
Pam Darreff
Karen Gerth

Bill Herman
Frank Hodgkinson
Ian Spence

Kyle Monk*
Carolyn Blaney*
*youth elder

Class of 2011
Ryan Mulcahy
Jill Pagliettini
Chuck Radke
Mable Seymour
Mallory Eliasson*
Julia Kelly*
*youth deacon

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Class of 2012
Ellen Miles

Carol Myers
Lynda Spring
Barbara Santagata
Ann Timmons
John Winget
Jalen Buckhout*
Lucas Eliasson*

Class of 2013
Kathy Anderson
Ruth Deemer
Ellen de Jong
Jeff Kephart
Mark Linehan
Michael Stewart

Clerk of Session: Gordon Braudaway

Board of Deacons

Class of 2012
Katharine Frase
Terri Froehlich
Barbara Humphrey
Sue Nelson

Liam McAuliffe*

Class of 2013
Angelyn Forbes-
Freeze

Matt Hager

Dorrit Nelson
Walter Oudheusden

Moderator: Jill Pagliettini; Vice-Moderator: Chuck Radke;
Secretary: Sue Nelson; Financial Secretary: Dorrit Nelson

Action Item:

Class of 2014
Tricia Dineen
Christie Herman
Peter Marsh
David Monk
Dick Seymour
Nance Thompson

Class of 2014
Kathy Winsted
Karen Mack
Jane Amato

Nominating Committee nominates Heidi Haring to the Board of Deacons for the Class of 2014.



DESIGNATION OF THE TITLE PASTOR EMERITUS

Name of Former Pastor: Charles R. Barton
Years served: 25
Name of Church: The First Presbyterian Church of Yorktown, Yorktown Heights, NY

1. What are some of the personal attributes that your former pastor brought to his call at your church
that distinguish his/her service and support a designation of Pastor Emeritus?

e Was able to match skills needed for a job with a person who would be most effective and appropriate;
organization skills superb.

e Had an outstanding memory for names; recall of names on second meeting: this was a recurring theme
among people who returned after visiting FPCY for the first time.

¢ Knew who attended worship services, helping in not letting people fall through the cracks
e Possessed the unique ability to be both leader and follower

e Was a complete pastor, both as an administrative and as a congregational leader 24/7.

e Diffused difficult situations with negotiation skills

e Has always expressed faithfulness to the Lord, Word, and tradition through compassion, mercy,
forgiveness, and patience

2. Discuss some of the lasting contributions that the pastor has made to your church.

e (reated leadership within the church
® Was able to match skills needed for a job with a person who would do it well (as noted above)

¢ Encouraged many to take leadership roles. There is a large proportion of membership who have served in
various leadership roles

e ] ed special campaigns and providing guidance and leadership during times of transition or challenge

¢ Championed a Capital Fund to preserve the church structure and create an addition which has facilitated
not only our own activities but also our activities and availability to support the greater community

e Was a force in transitioning us into a More Light Church

e (Created programs that encouraged participation (of the congregation as a whole and various groups
within it)

¢ Changed Sunday School to separate time so children and teachers would be able to attend church.
e Supported and encouraged moving the Healing Service to a separate time so that all could be included
e The list is endless

3. Have there been any particular stages of the churches life, including times of transition or challenge,
when your pastor provided exemplary leadership or other important pastoral skills?

e Helped to facilitate, manage and support our needs, as a member of the Presbytery Crisis Team, during a
very tumultuous time in our church’s history. He was elected permanent Pastor in large part due to his
care and love in transitioning our congregation

e Introduced and supported the More Light initiative

e Exercised a creative approach to conflicts, never letting conflicts fester



¢ Supported and negotiated American Flag debate and Affordable Housing Initiative
e Negotiated policy and program, always with a way of transforming problems into solutions
e Handled his retirement gracefully.

4. In what ways was your pastor involved in the larger church (including Presbytery, Synod, GA and
ecumenical activities) during his/her years with you?

¢ Supported our Food Pantry, the Jan Peek/Noon Unity/PAPA/Ministry, Midnight Run

¢ Encouraged our Church to support and provide facilities for AA, Alanon, Boy Scouts, Hospice, Stepping
Stones, Caring Circle, Mommy and Me

¢ Supported the More Light initiative

e Forged a relationship with Antioch Baptist Church

e Supported an affordable housing initiative

e Was an active member of the Yorktown Clergy Group

e Developed and supported our Church’s Saturday Night Service, for the purpose of reaching out to the
“unchurched”

e Served Presbytery of Hudson River in many capacities; to name a few:
e Moderator of Presbytery

¢ Chair of Committee on Ministry

® Chair of Congregation Transformation Committee

e Chair of Budget, Finance and Property Committee

5. What is your former pastor’s relationship with the larger community and how have his ties to or
activities within the community helped to strengthen the church in the world?

e Helped church to have a vibrant and significant reputation in community

¢ Opened doors to outside organizations

e Sponsored Early Education Pre School (Yorktown Presbyterian Preschool)

® Was the face of our church in the larger community: Interfaith Services/Clergy Organization

¢ Assumed a leading role when the need for affordable housing was being discussed in the community
e Was active in helping to increase the Church’s membership

6. Are there any other attributes or achievements that should be taken into consideration?

¢ Our membership rolls surged during Charles’ tenure.
e Our membership has been and continues to be vibrant and involved, following Charles 25 year lead.
e He was the living model of the living word.

Prepared by : Gordon Braudaway, Judy Chessa, Pam Darreff, Ruth Deemer, lan Spence, Cal Weber,

The above-named representatives were designated by the Session on December 6, 2011
The above nomination recommended to the Congregation on January 28, 2012



MISSION COMMISSION

Members: Ellen de Jong and John Winget, Co-Chairs; Stephanie Hare, Heidi K. Haring, Carolyn
Blaney, Kathy Blaney, Squeegee Mills, Kyle Monk, Carol Myers, Connie Knapp, Lynda Spring, Jean
Post Winget, Nicole Mulcahy, Carol Cornish

Our Dreams

During this past year, the commission continued discussing our biblical imperative to care for our world
and its inhabitants. Jean Post-Winget continues to work with other members of the Hudson River
Presbytery in our outreach to brothers and sisters in Peru. One aspect of this Peru mission was to support
a youth managed radio station in Peru which supports local mission and concerns. We also continue to
focus on the situation of those in Peru, living in the shadow of a plant that pollutes the water, the air, and
causes the children to develop lead poisoning and shortens their lives.

We completed our “Challenge to Change” grant from the Presbytery. The funds were utilized to
facilitate outreach to our gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender (GLBT) neighbors. With the suicide of
Taylor Clementi of Rutgers; we continue look specifically to reach out to GLBT youth.

The Mission Commission continued our focus on several hunger and housing ministries and continued
discussion of the growing issue of hunger in our world and very clearly, in our local community.

Late in 2011, we established the Pastor Relief Fund. This fund is earmarked to support our congregants
in need a it relates to economic hardship experienced in the wake of the economic downturn which has
caused hardship for so many of us. These funds are to be disbursed by our Pastor at his discretion.

We have also initiated a project of home rehabilitation through cooperation with Homefront and will be
seeing more of this project in 2012. Jean Post-Winget and Matt Hager are spearheading this project and
will be working in cooperation with the Operations and other commissions.

Our Work

Thanks and acknowledgement to all the willing workers who make so many ministries happen.
Noontime Meal Volunteers:

Pam Darreff, Ruth Deemer, Tricia Dineen, Jan Gunther, Dick Hunter, Bruce Johnson,

Cheryl Lodewick, Priscilla Lucas, Mary Lou McArdle, Dick Mills, Squeegee Mills, (Mission Liaison),
Emily Monk, Jerrie Pospisil, Florence Ross, Fran Schiel, Ken Sherman, Lynda Spring

Knit Togethers

Verena Baumgartner, Pauline Bernauer, Louise Fang, Terri Froehlich, Kay Lieberman, Priscilla Lucas,
Carol Myers, Lois Ostling -- co-chair, Pat Prauda, Norean Radke--co-chair, Fran Schiel, Maxine Travis
This year the group knitted 195 items which were given to Bethel Assisted Living, Bethel Nursing and
Rehabilitation, Birthright, Deacon’s Food Pantry, Sky View Rehabilitation Center, and Wassaic.
Prayer Shawl Ministry:

Marianna Sherman, chair; Renee Brown, Terri Froehlich, Aloha Hicks, Gail Roell, Fran Schiel.

God Uses Your Gifts

This congregation has been clear about the importance of mission and outreach to the life and heart of
this church. Our Commission has continued to deliberate mindfully and prayerfully about how we can
do mission in our community and the world. Our congregation continues to budget for the General
Mission of the Presbyterian Church USA, the Synod of the Northeast and the Presbytery of the Hudson
River, sent monthly for the programs the larger church supports. (www.pcusa.org) In addition, we
dispersed over $80,082 to organizations and programs we support.

We also opened our doors to organizations that provide helpful and healing ministries to members of our
community.




More than 3,000 people walk through our doors each week.

Alcoholics Anonymous Boy Scouts The Caring Circle of Hospice
Al-Anon Cub Scouts The Children’s School
Families Anonymous Daisy Scouts Yorktown Presbyterian
Nar-Anon Girl Scouts Preschool

Narcotics Anonymous Recovery Inc Presbytery of Hudson River
Noon Unity SPARC Yorktown Clergy Group
Spirit of Sobriety

Our building allows many miracles to happen in people’s lives.

Westchester: New York:

Bridge Fund Noontime Meal-Peekskill

C.H.O.P., Inc. Northeast Counseling Center

Children’s Center at Bedford Prison N. Westch. Ctr for Domestic Violence
Chaplaincy at NWCH Women’s Resource Center
Food Bank Midnight Run

Hospice of Northern Westchester Rural Migrant Ministry

Jan Peek Dinners Presbyterian Conference Center at Holmes

“My Second Home” Adult Day Program

National: More Light Presbyterians & PC USA programs
International: Bridges to Community, Amnesty International, Living Water

Special Mention

Alternative Giving Market for Heifer International

In November, our church school held our fifth Annual Alternative Giving Market for Heifer
International. The purpose was to raise money by selling shares of Heifer Animals and to also support
communities around the world by selling fair trade products, coffees and teas and crafts from Africa and
South America, along with items handmade by our children. We sold Fair Trade goods and the kid’s
sachets. We netted hundreds for Heifer International. In addition to raising money, we tried to raise
awareness of Christmas materialism by offering an alternative way to shop and help others at the same
time.

Amnesty International.

Thanks to the continuing leadership of Carolyn Blaney we have an active participation and
commitment to the social witness of Amnesty International. Through financial support and monthly
letter writing initiatives, we lend our voices in support of victims of conscience and victims of human
rights abuse who are brought to our attention by A.I. as “urgent action” cases in need of immediate vocal
support.

Children’s Center at Bedford Prison
Heidi Haring continues as our liaison to this program. Toys were purchased and donated by Church
School children so that incarcerated mothers could give them as Christmas gifts to their children.

C.H.O.P., Inc.

This is an umbrella organization that oversees the Jan Peek Shelter in Peekskill and a breakfast program,
The Sunny Donut, also in Peekskill. In addition to financial support, members of our congregation
prepare a dinner on the 4th Saturday of each month. Residents and staff are touched by the generosity of
food and friendship extended to them. The shelter houses 19 single adult men and women. The shelter
has also recently reinstituted a food pantry in order to help to address the incredible increase in hunger in
the Peekskill area. The Sunny Donut serves breakfast Monday-Friday to people of all ages at the
Salvation Army site. John Chessa currently serves on the CHOP Board of directors.

Living Water
This program helps to provide clean water in many countries around the world.



Midnight Run

This program takes food, clothing, and blankets to and human interaction with the homeless folk of New
York City. Youth runs and an adult run were generously supported by this congregation. A Midnight
Run happens because of a community of efforts and contributions of time, energy and things.

More Light Presbyterians

We have continued our financial support of the More Light Presbyterians and have worked this year to
make our More Light position more visible in our community. That is, making it very apparent that we
strive to be an openly welcoming and loving congregation. MLP works through education and outreach,
to reduce prejudice and support lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender equality within the Presbyterian
Church USA. www.MLP.org

My Second Home

The commission has identified the area of support for the caregiver as a great area of need within our
community and congregation. More and more people find themselves struggling to find ways and means
to care for aging and infirm parents and other relatives while also caring for a job and children. My
Second Home is a social model adult day program located on Radio Circle in Mt. Kisco and run by
Family Services of Westchester. It provides a compassionate, cost efficient, community based and
intergenerational alternative to assisted living or nursing home care to seniors in need of individual
attention during the work day. Our support goes to a scholarship fund to make the program even more
affordable.

Noontime Meal Program-Peekskill.

The Peekskill Area’s Pastor Association (PAPA) sponsors a noontime meal program at the Salvation
Army in Peekskill. Volunteers from our church shop, prepare and serve lunch for 10 months and
purchase lunch in July and August. We have done this for nearly 20 years. These dedicated people
continue to be remembered in prayer by Director James McNair.

Rural and Migrant Ministry
RMM advocates for farm workers and rural poor families through education and Youth Empowerment
Programs. Check the RMM website www.ruralmigrantministry.org and hope @ruralmigrantministry.org.

White Gift Sunday

For the 50th year we shared Christmas gifts with the 2000 clients of the Taconic Developmental Center.
Our donations make it possible for the residents to each receive gifts during the holidays. This worship
service in December always moves me with the generosity and thoughtful giving of our congregation.

Fair Trade Coffee
We serve fair trade coffee. This Presbyterian Coffee Project program pays farmers a fair price so they
can support their families and obtain affordable credit. Donna Gresh has made this possible.

Northern Westchester Chaplaincy Fund

“This pastoral care program is available to patients and family members struggling with emotions of
grief and fear, with issues of spirituality and with ethical issues. Having the availability of onsite
dedicated chaplaincy services has provided the possibility not just for the patient but for many others to
renew themselves in their faith, to reinforce their faith and even sometimes discover faith they didn’t
know they had.” From a letter by Joel Seligman, President, Northern Westchester Hospital

On behalf of the Mission Commission thank you for your involvement and generosity. YOU do the
mission of this church every day in countless ways.

Respectfully submitted,
Ellen de Jong, Co-Chair
John Winget, Co-Chair



TOTAL OUTREACH DOLLARS

Mission Commission Support

Bridges to Community (from 275th Campaign)
Food Bank of Westchester

Jan Peek Meals

Midnight Run Inc

My Second Home (Mt. Kisco) (Easter Offering)
N. West. Hospital Chaplincy Program

NoonTime Meal (Peekskill)

Northeast Counseling Center

Pastor's Relief Fund

Radio Station, Peru

Rural Migrant Ministry (Easter Offering)
U.N. General Assembly

Mission Commission Other Benevolence

Health Fair
Islam Event
Japan Relief
Living Water
Mosquito Nets for Mothers
SubTotal
To Savings
Presbyterian Church USA
Per Capita
General Mission Giving
General Assembly (30%)
Synod (2%)
Presbytery of Hudson River (68%)
Christmas Joy Offering (PCUSA 100%)
One Great Hour of Sharing (PCUSA 100%)
Peacemaking (Presbytery 75%)
Pentecost (Presbytery 60%)
SubTotal
Deacons
Deacons' Fund including School Supplies
Food Pantry
SubTotal
Church School
Living Water Project
Vacation Bible School
SubTotal

Total Giving

19,000.00
763.00
27.65
290.91
1,023.00
1,000.00
1,419.06
1,000.00
1,050.49
490.40
1,023.00
300.00

224.00

65.00
323.07
515.00

775.00

29,289.58
7,632.52

10,179.00

9,098.70
606.58
20,623.72
2,925.00
2,452.20
1,314.75

1,226.00

48,425.75

2504.00
23,612.86
26,116.86

1,080.25

200.00

1280.25

112,644.96



2011 STEWARDSHIP COMMISSION

Members: Dick Seymour, Barbara Darragh, Tom Travis, Judy Chessa, Marianna Sherman, Ellen
DeJong, Carol Meyers, and Pam Darreff

Stewardship is the way we actively and financially take care of God’s gifts to us. We are blessed to have
many loving caregivers that help with this work. Our success has been based on the many ways our
congregation gives of their time, talents, and treasures (financial resources). The Stewardship
Commission endeavors to celebrate the good works of our church family, reach out to visitor and
community help organizations, and plan diligently for the financial health of our congregation.

This commission is responsible for the July Mission Celebration, the annual stewardship campaign, new
member classes, visit-the-visitor program, and the annual review our membership list. As a commission
this year we worked to improve stewardship communication by continually updating our web page, by
including numerous articles and news items in the Disciple, by writing stewardship letters, by sending
email announcements and postcards noting upcoming events, by creating financial updates letters, and
by putting announcements in the bulletin.

Mid-year Celebration of our Giving and Living Mission

We took time during the summer to celebrate the work of our commissions and the numerous ways we
as a community of faith reach out to others. This half-year celebration highlighted the many ways our
congregation gives of their time and talents to ensure that God’s blessings are shared. Personal
testimonials told stories of how mission experiences impacted their lives and the lives of others. This
year we asked the outside groups that use our facilities weekly and serve our community in countless
healing ways, to share their stories. What powerful, heart-rending, and hopeful stories we heard. We are
indeed active stewards of God’s love! With God’s spirit alive and radiating, we celebrated like good
Presbyterians, enjoying banana splits and fellowship after the service. Thanks to Ellen DeJong, Carol
Myers, Judy Chessa, and Dick Seymour for their help in the organization of this celebration.

Fall Stewardship Campaign

The theme for the Fall 2011 Stewardship campaign was “Share Abundantly In Every Good Work™. It
was our hope to inform, enlighten, and positively present the messages that, as we share abundantly, we
will reap abundantly. FPCY is a church of cheerful givers who have a history of sharing God’s love and
grace with all who walk through our doors and all we go out to meet with good news. This theme seems
to be perfect for us both financially and spiritually. In 2011 we continued to share abundantly!

In an effort to inform we tried to answer for the congregation the following questions: What do we mean
by Stewardship? What exactly is our Mission? How can I step up to share abundantly in every good
work? What do others in our congregation give? How do I decide what to give? What do I need to do?
Many thanks to Dick Seymour who envisioned and created the bulletin inserts that were extremely
helpful in answering these questions. During different worship services, the following people reflected
on why they give: Marianna Sherman, Mark Linehan, John Watkins, Christie Virtue-Herman and
Gordon Braudaway. We were blessed to have Bob Baum and Tami Seidel as guest stewardship
preachers. They touched all of us with their enlightening stories and wisdom. We give cheerfully
because we believe in the work of this church and God’s mission for us.

To help communicate our theme and goals, several letters and postcards were sent to the congregation
and updates appeared in the Disciple and on our website. In the beginning of October an informational
letter with pledge cards was mailed to all members. As we received responses, thank you letters were
sent to those who pledged and responded with their intent to help live our mission. Follow up phone
calls were made. The October snowstorm caused us to cancel our Oct. 30th dedication of our
commitments for 2012. Many thanks to Judy Chessa and Ellen de Jong for planning and dealing with the
cancelled brunch.



The Stewardship goal to share abundantly in every good work was realized. Despite the economy
putting financial stress on many families and Mother Nature’s storms we had a very positive increase in
giving. This year 147 pledgers gave more than last year’s 157 pledgers. This is sharing abundantly.
Many thanks to Barbara Darragh, whose financial knowledge and continual effort to update our database
was a key to our success. Thank you all for your commitment to share in FPCY ministry.

Membership

With the help of Barbara Darragh we have updated our membership lists as required by Presbytery. We
are in the process of creating a better method of identifying members who may be not active for a
variety of reasons. We created new letters and hope to improve communication with our young adult
members.

Visit the Visitor

Under the guidance of Marianna Sherman we reviewed the procedure for our visit the visitor program.
When someone comes to visit us for the first time and they fill out a visitor card, they are visited after
the 10:45 service. These visits have proven to be very successful over the past 16 years. We celebrate
the volunteers who have made this visit over the past year. We hope you all will be on the lookout in a
welcoming way for the newcomer in our midst.

Thank you to Dick Seymour, Barbara Darragh, Tom Travis, Ellen de Jong, Marianna Sherman, Carol
Myers and Judy Chessa for their work on this Commission.

Thank you all for your faithful giving as we live and give to build a strong ministry together of God’s
love for all.

Respectfully submitted,
Pam Darreff, Chair



EDUCATION COMMISSION

Overview

The Education Commission is responsible for the development, implementation, and administration of
educational programs that address the needs of our church family from the youngest child to our seniors.
During the past year, the Commission members have included: Robin Corpolongo, Shawn Cribari,
Heidi Haring, Aloha Hicks, Kathy Hodgkinson, Alice Chin, Michele Mosca, Carol Jensen, Suzy
Rishel, Nicole Mulcahy, Kathy Anderson, Lynda Spring. We want to say thank-you to Ken Shulman
who served as chair of this commission for several years. The commission is presently co-chaired by
Lynda Spring and Kathy Anderson.

Yorktown Presbyterian Pre-School

After 25 years of dedicated service, our beloved director, Connie Stringer has announced that she will be
retiring at the close of the 2011-12 school year. We are grateful for her many years of loving direction
that has made the YPP into the well-respected program that it is today. A search committee comprised of
church members and parent representatives has been formed and the search for a new director is
underway.

The YPP program is a child centered, play based co-operative model which requires the participation
and active involvement by parents in both the classroom and in various supporting activities. The
program provides morning and afternoon sessions for 3 and 4 year olds with extra classes available on
Fridays for parents who choose this option. In addition to the Director, the YPP staff includes two
teachers, Sue Davies and Lisa Eliasson. The YPP is governed by a Board comprised of the Director,
Connie Stringer, four parent representatives and five members from our church. Rita Child (Chair),
Emily Monk (Treas.), Alice Chin (Liason to Education Commission), Melissa Shaughnessy and
Gloria Coccodrilli.

The "Mommy and Me" program is offered through our preschool in collaboration with the Westchester
County Early Intervention Program. This program provides a socialization experience as well as other
early intervention services for two-year old children with special needs. The Childcare Room is used for
this program on Mondays and Wednesdays.

Childcare Room

Consistent and dependable childcare during the Sunday services is an important consideration for
parents of young children. The name of this program has been changed from the “Crib room” in order to
better express the availability of care for children from birth through kindergarten age. All are warmly
welcomed here. Our thanks and appreciation goes to Michele Mosca, our Childcare Room Coordinator,
for all her efforts to provide a safe, nurturing environment for the youngest members of our church
family.

Church School

The Church School program continues to be a signature ministry of FPCY, offering a unique educational
experience to children from pre-school through middle school. This year, our Superintendents Amy
Coccodrilli and Beth Coccodrilli were responsible for the smooth running of the Sunday School
program. We want to express our deep appreciation to JoAnne Marsh who completed her commitment
in 2011 and enriched our church school with her dedication and wisdom.

The Church School Committee shares responsibility for recruitment of teachers, curriculum selection
and provides leadership and guidance in policy decisions. The Church School Committee members for
2011 included Suzy Rishel (Chair), Kathy Anderson, Robin Corpolongo, Beth Gruber, Heidi
Haring, Aloha Hicks, JoAnne Marsh, Amy Coccodrilli, Emily Monk, Ken and Lynn Shulman and
Lynda Spring.

The Church School is composed of three sections to best serve the educational needs of the various age
groups. These are: Pre-school; K through 5th grade; and 6th through 8th grade. The pre-school teachers
use a program from Cokesbury called Rock Solid that includes story telling combined with creative
activities appropriate for preschool children.



K-5 teachers utilize a rotation- model curriculum from Cornerstones. Under this model, children rotate
through the following areas from week to week: Art, Cooking, Faith Today, Media, and Moved by the
Spirit. A special feature of our program is our gifted storytellers who bring a special excitement to the
gathering time that begins each church school session! This season’s K-5 curriculum was entitled, “The
Covenant”. The lessons included: Noah’s Ark; The Ten Commandments; Messenger of the Covenant;
The Prodigal Son; Kingdom Parables; Crucifixion/Resurrection; and Early Church as the Body of
Christ.

The 6th through 8th grade class utilizes a lectionary-based program called Seasons of the Spirit. While
students no longer rotate, the class includes many different activities that enable the middle school
student to gain a fuller understanding of the scriptures. They have also done several service projects,
such as making seasonal decorations for the deacon’s to distribute to the people they visit.

We kicked off our Church School year this fall with a mission focus entitled, “Clean Water for All
God’s Children”. This program is produced by Living Waters for the World, a mission organization of
the PCUSA. Our Children gained an important awareness of the global need for clean water. We have
been collecting money to purchase the materials for a clean water system to be installed in an area in
need of this technology. We ended this study with a water walk to Downing Park, whereby we walked
back to the church carrying as much water as we could. What an amazing event!

The Church School Staff for the 2011-2012 program year are:

Church School Superintendents: Amy Coccodrilli and Beth Coccodrilli
Pre-K Teachers: Debbie Flynn and Liza Placido

Assistants: Julia Kelly and Rebecca Amorese

Shepherds:

Kindergarten and 1st grade : Jocelyn Fontana, Alice Chin (back up)
2nd Grade: Michele Mosca, Jane MacDonald and Sue Nelson

3rd Grade: Beth Gruber

4th Grade: Joanne Leftwich and Maura Delaney

Sth Grade: Debbie Bernardini, Alice Chin (back up)

Center Leaders:

Art: Rita Child (K-2) and Noelle Legros (3-5)

Moved By the Spirit: Heidi Haring, Kathy Blaney (back up)

Cooking: Donna Giglio, Peter Marsh (back up)

Faith Today: Suzy Rishel and JoAnne Marsh

Media: Dave Monk and Ken Shulman Assistants: Kyle Monk and Jessica Shulman
6th, 7th & 8™ Grade: Kathy Anderson

Gathering Time: Katharine Frase

Music (Gathering Time): John Winget and Beth Gruber

Storytellers: Bill Herman (assisted by Liam McAuliffe and Hannah Anderson)
Snack Coordinator: Melissa Shaughnessy

Substitutes: Lynn Shulman, and Lisa Tomeny

An eight week Bible Study Skills course, taught by Tricia Dineen and Barbara Humphrey, is also
given to third graders. During the Children's Sunday service in June, these students were presented with
a copy of The Children’s Illustrated Bible or a traditional Children’s Bible, as requested.

Alternative Giving Fair/ Moved by the Spirit: Thank you to Heidi Haring for coordinating the
Alternative Giving Fair once again. Heifer International was especially successful with $1,385. This
year, in conjunction with the church school’s Living Waters Mission project, cards were made available
that raised $350 towards the purchase of the Living Waters water purification system. It was a great fair
with a lot of unique gifts which made for fun holiday shopping!



Vacation Bible School 2011

For over 40 years the Yorktown Cooperative Vacation Bible School has been organized to run the first
two weeks of July by the combined efforts of the First Presbyterian Church, The Yorktown United
Methodist Church and St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church. This year, St. Andrews Lutheran Church hosted
VBS. 78 campers attended along with 43 teens and 26 adult teachers and helpers.

VBS could not exist without the significant contribution of parents, grandparents and older siblings who
serve as teachers and assistants. Our thanks to Barbara Santagata, Debbie Amorese and Nicole
Mulcahy for serving as the coordinators from our church. Liz Gilbert, Heidi Haring and Amy Savino
were teachers. Rebecca Amorese, Brian Kelly, Jackie Rainieri, Jenna Shulman, Jessica Shulman,
Amanda Monk, and Adam Santagata donated two weeks of their summer vacation to serve as teen
helpers. In July 2012, we will be hosting VBS at our church.

Confirmation Class

Confirmation is a young person’s initiation into the life and ministry of our church. The students are
being lead on this important journey by Nicole Mulcahy, Pam Darreff, and David Monk under the
direction of Rev. Chip Low. Eleven young people were confirmed by the Session in June 2011, and
seven more began their confirmation journey in the fall of 2011 and will complete their work in April
2012.

The curriculum is designed around an examination of the seven parts of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
seal. The class learned about the Presbyterian Church: its ministry, leadership and decision-making
process. They also attended services in different Christian traditions as well as visiting a mosque and a
synagogue. The group participated in outreach ministries of our church, went on a retreat, enjoyed some
group b